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Ms. Cindy M. Beard is an online graduate student with Park University in Parkville, Missouri. She is working towards her master’s degree in public affairs with a concentration in disaster and emergency management. The Disaster and Emergency Management Program is designed to help its students prepare to become senior managers in emergency service, public health agencies, and homeland security organizations. Park University is committed to ensuring once its students complete their degree, they will be prepared to anticipate hazards and evaluate the strategies for emergency and disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. This program of study is comprehensive in its approach and includes policy development, disaster management, hazard mitigation, continuity and recovery of government, and vulnerability reduction.
Currently, Ms. Beard is a member of the Texas Air National Guard; one of its major duties is responding to domestic emergencies and disasters when called upon. She is a member of Texas’s only Fatality Search and Recovery Team. When disaster strikes, they deploy with medical personnel to assist in the search and recovery of human remains. She is also an on-call volunteer with the San Antonio Health Department, assisting with setup and the organization of Points of Dispensing. She can only hope to learn what others are doing in the field from the different educational institutions and emergency management organizations that will broaden her skills and knowledge.
Ms. Beard is attending the 13th Annual All-Hazards Conference as a student volunteer. She is constantly looking for opportunities to learn more about the emergency management field, to meet others in the field, and she is also looking for possible future job opportunities. She knows that attending this conference will provide her more insight into what is happening in the emergency management field and what she can look forward to in the future. She believes that knowledge is power, and attending this conference will only make her a better disaster and emergency management leader.
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