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Dr. Craig E. Zachlod is Coordinator of the Disaster Resistant California Community Colleges. He works as a senior advisor (consultant) for the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office to foster emergency preparedness and standardization of best practices at the 110 public community colleges throughout the State. Dr. Zachlod also continues to hold the position of Director of School Community Emergency Management with the Mendocino County Office of Education, working with K–12 school districts and Mendocino Community College to enhance emergency management programs and capabilities.
As a former dean of the John F. Kennedy School of Management (Orinda, California), Dr. Zachlod officially entered the field of emergency management in 1998 as a co-founder and executive director for California World Rescue Services, Inc. He was also appointed that year as director of Education for the International Rescue Instructors Association. As a trained geographer and former resident of Florida now living in California, Dr. Zachlod had extensive professional interest and volunteer experience with hurricanes and earthquakes years before becoming involved in emergency management.

In 2003, Dr. Zachlod became director of the Leadership in Emergency and Disaster (LEAD) Management academic credit certificate program at Sonoma State University. He served as the program director, initially as the chair, and later as a member of the program Advisory Board that included a State Office of Emergency Services regional director, several county emergency managers, academic, and professional emergency management consultants. Dr. Zachlod worked with first responders, agencies, and university personnel to create the program. He also wrote a successful California State University (CSU) Chancellor’s grant to launch the LEAD certificate program (16 units–upper and graduate levels) at Sonoma State University (a CSU university) that became transferable to CSU, Long Beach. The memorandum of understanding he wrote in 2005 allows the units to be applied to the Master of Arts in Emergency Management Administration degree program.

Recognizing a significant gap in the preparedness and training of school personnel, Dr. Zachlod consulted in emergency management for the Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE) and worked with first responders, agencies, and volunteer groups to develop a plan for and acquired a U.S. Department of Education Emergency Response and Crisis Management grant that was funded in October 2004. Dr. Zachlod served as the project director and as director of School Community Emergency Management for SCOE until assuming the position of Region I School Community Emergency Project director for five northern California counties on January 1, 2006.

Currently, as president of the Global Community College, Inc., a 501 (c) 3 educational organization, Dr. Zachlod has a continuing consulting role throughout the State of California focused on designing SEMS/NIMS-compliant emergency operations plans and implementing best practices for institutions of higher education.

Dr. Zachlod has been attending the Higher Education Conference since 1999 and has attended most years since then. He considers the Conference a vital event that has fostered emergency management understanding and programs at colleges and universities throughout the country. Many thanks to Kay Goss and Wayne Blanchard for their foresight and perseverance in nurturing this Conference.
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