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Dr. Dong Keun (D.K.) Yoon is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management at North Dakota State University. His research interests encompass planning and policy for natural hazards, risk and vulnerability analysis, community-based disaster management, and Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 
Dr. Yoon teaches graduate courses in four phases of disaster and emergency management courses such as Building Disaster Resilient Communities (mitigation); Community Disaster Preparation (preparedness); Disaster Response Theory and Practice (response); and Holistic Disaster Recovery (recovery). Through these courses, he provides an overview of concepts, theory, and practice of each phase of disaster management. In addition to all phases of disaster management, Dr. Yoon also teaches methodological courses such as Spatial Analysis in Emergency Management Using GIS and Hazard Risk Assessment Methodology.
Most of Dr. Yoon’s current research focuses on building an index of integrated regional vulnerability from a suite of indicators such as physical, social, economic, and environmental factors that comprise sustainability principles. He examined to what extent varying levels of local comprehensive planning, including disaster mitigation planning, have impacted a community’s vulnerability and exposure to disasters in the Gulf and Atlantic coastal counties. He is also interested in coping capacity analysis of a community to reduce disaster risk and vulnerability.

Dr. Yoon holds a Ph.D. in city and regional planning from Cornell University (2007), a master of urban planning and regional planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel-Hill (2002), and a B.S. and M.S. in architectural engineering from Yonsei University, Korea (1994 and 1996).

Through participation in the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, Dr. Yoon hopes to update his knowledge of emergency management and develop contacts with more academics and practitioners in the field.
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