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Mr. Chris Webb is currently Head of Paramedicine and Emergency Management at Auckland University of Technology (AUT). He joined AUT in April 2006, where he had the responsibility of developing a pathway of emergency management qualifications across the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. In January 2007, he took on the combined responsibility for the paramedic and emergency management areas. AUT now offers Graduate and Postgraduate Certificates in Emergency Management along with a Master’s of Emergency Management.
The Emergency Management programs developed at AUT provide those involved or interested in emergency management with a pathway of study that is applied and practice-oriented. These programs inform and advance current emergency management practice for the enhancement of national and local reduction, readiness, response, and recovery. Content supports the latest national and international trends in emergency management and includes: Leading in Emergencies; Emergency Communication; Resilient Communities; Risk Management and Business Continuity; and Behavioral and Social Factors.

Mr. Webb’s passion for emergency management developed during his 4½-years with the New Zealand Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management. His management role at the Ministry encompassed Corporate and Development, where he led a team that was responsible for enhancing capability through effective professional development within the emergency management sector. In this role, Mr. Webb facilitated a number of emergency management workshops both nationally and within the Pacific region. During the 2004/2005 Lower North Island/Bay of Plenty flood events, he led the welfare function in the National Crisis Management Centre. Since coming to AUT, Mr. Webb has presented a number of papers and, in June 2008, he presented a case study at the 18th World Conference on Disaster Management titled “Encouraging communities to participate in their own recovery following an emergency.”

Mr. Webb attended a previous Higher Education Conference in 2006 and is looking forward to sharing ideas on the development of emergency management as a course of study as well as how to teach emergency management. He is also keen to link up with participants researching and studying community recovery, particularly initiatives that encourage and support communities to participate in their own recovery.
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