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Mr. Robert T. Van Keuren is an Adjunct Instructor for the Southeastern Public Safety Institute at St. Petersburg College in St. Petersburg, Florida. He is a retired law enforcement manager from the U.S. Customs Service, Office of Investigations, i.e. precluding the illegal shipment of U.S.-controlled munitions items, listed under the U.S. Munitions Control List and enforced under the State Department’s International Trade in Arms Regulations, to sanctioned countries and other restricted nations.
Mr. Van Keuren is a former member of the U.S. State Department’s Delegation to the Australia Group, a 21 western industrialized group of nations dedicated to the establishment of international law to control chemical and biological agents and precursors used in the development of weapons of mass destruction. During this period, he authored the book Chemical and Biological Warfare, an Investigative Guide, which saw wide distribution within the United States and allied intelligence communities. It later became a course of instruction at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, Georgia, and required reading by newly assigned scientists at Fort Detrick, Maryland.

Mr. Van Keuren possesses a varying degree of practical experience from diplomatic diplomacy in the international arena, managing complex investigations on a national and international scale, to overseeing threat assessments and countering same. He hopes to channel this experience to the benefit of others through teaching. Though this experience may be considered a realm of Homeland Security, he believes it may have merit in other areas of emergency management.

As an instructor who interfaces with first responders and who brings law enforcement posture to the Conference, Mr. Van Keuren wants to acquaint himself with the academia environment of emergency management and learn what aspects he could possibly incorporate into his curriculum. He wants to expand his knowledge and teaching experience and broaden his field of expertise.
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