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Dr. Alma L. Thornton is the Director of the Southern University Center for Social Research. She administers numerous community-based programs addressing the needs and concerns of vulnerable and underserved populations. She has extensive experience in conducting economic and demographic analyses, primary and secondary data collection procedures including community surveys and focus group interviews, community assessment, economic and demographic assessments, and public involvement.
Currently, Dr. Thornton administers a wide array of community-based projects including the Louisiana statewide asset building project with more than 50 community partnering agencies across the State; worker development training; and several community-based housing programs. Dr. Thornton has also provided oversight in the planning and development of the Southern University FEMA-approved Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan, led the public involvement component of several U.S. Army Corps of Engineers planning projects, and worked with developing and implementing community assessment, data analysis, and reporting on the U.S. Department of Agriculture-funded Lower Mississippi Delta Nutrition Research and Intervention Project.

Dr. Thornton is currently the program administrator for Southern University Partners Creating Opportunities, which assists residents by providing a housing development and stabilization activity and creates entrepreneurship training and business start-up program. She is also the program administrator for Southern University Building Stronger Communities. Among the activities implemented in this program are housing development activities, capacity-building activities for community-based organizations through community beautification projects, and providing technical training and technical assistance on strategic planning, grant writing, and infrastructure development to community-based development organizations. Dr. Thornton’s past projects include: FEMA/HBCU Disaster Mitigation Workshop; Southern University–Universities Rebuilding America Partnership; Southern University Minority Worker Training Program; Southern University Community and Economic Enterprise Development Project; and Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development Project. She also led the efforts on the Horizons Project, a community-based project promoting community involvement.
Dr. Thornton holds a B.S. in sociology from Northeast Louisiana University, an M.S. in social science from Southern University, and a Ph.D. in sociology from Louisiana State University.

May 6, 2009


