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Dr. Richard Sylves is a Professor of Political Science and International Relations at the University of Delaware. He is also a Senior Policy Fellow of the Center on Energy and Environmental Policy at the University. He researched Presidential disaster declarations for more than 20 years, the last 4 supported by the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) Foundation (see www.peripresdecusa.org). He recently published Disaster Policy and Politics, a textbook with Congressional Quarterly Press, and he has co-edited (with William Waugh) two other books on disaster management.
From 1995–1999, Dr. Sylves completed two Federal Emergency Management Agency Higher Education Instructor Guide projects, and he will present findings of his third at the 2009 Higher Education Conference. He has served on the National Academy of Science (NAS) panel “Estimating the Costs of Natural Disasters,” and he completed a 3-year term as an appointed member of the NAS Disasters Roundtable in 2005. Dr. Sylves will be a visiting scholar at George Washington University’s Institute for Crisis and Hazards Management from September 2009 through August 2010.
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