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Mr. Kent L. Studnicka is the Department Head of the Bachelors of Technology–Emergency Responder Administration Program at Oklahoma State University’s Oklahoma City (OSU-OKC) campus. He developed and designed the program, and through his leadership, a 60-percent increase in enrollment has occurred in the last year.

Mr. Studnicka comes to OSU-OKC with more than 20 years of service in the public safety arena. He has served as an exercise training officer within State emergency management; all levels within the fire service including management and paramedic; and as a safety officer with a Federal Emergency Management Agency Urban Search and Rescue Team.
Mr. Studnicka holds an A.A.S. in fire science, a B.S. in criminal justice administration, and an M.S. in homeland security. He is a doctoral candidate in public safety administration. He serves on one of the International Association of Emergency Managers advisory committees and is a sitting member on the global education, curriculum, NCA, and recruitment and retention committees with OSU-OKC.

The Bachelor’s of Technology–Emergency Responder Administration Program allows persons with A.A.S. degrees to complete their bachelor’s degree and still stay within their occupational and/or educational field of choice. Within this, the program encourages the student to learn public safety leadership skills and emergency management administration and offers the know-how to build confident multi-disciplinary teams before, during, and after a critical event. Individuals with a completed A.A.S. program in any of the following may enroll in the bachelor’s degree program: Emergency Management and Disaster Planning; Municipal Fire Protection or Fire Science; Paramedic or EMS Administration; Police Science or Law Enforcement; and Corrections and Parole. The program allows the student to track his/her field of interest while offering an up-to-date and complete education on what is needed in today’s emergency responder world.

Attendance at the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference by Mr. Studnicka should offer and provide the opportunity to partner with other colleges and universities offering A.A.S. programs. By doing this, it will provide their students another means for furthering their education. He also hopes to develop any other ideas that may offer opportunities for current and future student and higher educational organizations to build upon.
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