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Mr. Bill Robertson is Chief Executive Officer with the New Zealand Fire and Rescue Services Industry Training Organization (FRSITO). He joined FRSITO in November 2006 and is relatively new to emergency management. His career, prior to joining FRSITO, had been in the field of traffic safety, where he was responsible for the development of policy and legislation and for the design and implementation of training programs.
FRSITO is an independent organization owned by the emergency management industry and registered by the New Zealand Government as the standard-setting body in fire and rescue and some other aspects of emergency management. It develops qualifications and training standards and monitors providers to ensure the quality of assessment remains high. FRSITO develops and maintains qualifications for those involved in the Coordinated Incident Management System (CIMS), the New Zealand equivalent of the National Incident Management System (NIMS). Mr. Robertson is a member of the national CIMS steering committee that has representation from all New Zealand agencies involved in incident management.

Mr. Robertson holds a master’s degree in adult education and is currently studying for a doctorate in business and administration.

This is Mr. Robertson’s first Higher Education Conference and, as a relative newcomer, he is interested in gaining as much information as possible about emergency management development programs in North America. He is also keen to learn about developments with NIMS and to share information with other participants.
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