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Public Administration and Emergency Management

Understanding the relationship between public administration and emergency management is an increasingly important aspect of preparing for and responding to disasters. In order to successfully apply emergency management theory to federal, state, or local systems, it is important to understand how the system works, and the rules and guidelines by which they are governed. Understanding the theory behind both public administration and emergency management will provide a more comprehensive understanding of how the two can be combined so to create a more effective system. In an effort to teach this perspective, a teaching curriculum has been devised by Dr.’s Ward and Wamsley. Aimed at doctorate and upper level management students, this curriculum will provide an overview of the concept of theory, how it evolves from an idea, how it is studied, how it is tested, and how emergency management theories link to public administration. 

Teaching Theory

In order to advance and apply a theory, it is important to first understand what a theory is. Dr. Ward’s and Dr. Wamsley’s curriculum approaches this topic in three main sections: Theory, theory construction, and the object of study. Within these sections students will come to understand how theories rise, and how they are challenged, as well as how emergency management theories are viewed in the world. Students will learn the object of studying, and how knowledge is derived, either scientifically or through experience and the importance of knowing both. 

Seven Teaching Points

Within this curriculum there are seven points to be studied and understood:

1: Federalism

2: Executive Office

3: Administrative Legitimacy

4: Organizational Theory

5: Organizational Culture

6: Leadership in Administrative Setting

7: Research, Peer Review, Presentation

Each topic deals with understanding the public administration systems in place throughout our society, and how these systems are organized, run, and ultimately perceived. Each section challenges students to come up with their own opinions and theories while not simply accepting the current ideas. 

Research and Peer Review Process

As a final project in this curriculum, students are expected to conduct their own research into a topic of their choosing and submit their findings to the rest of the class for peer review. This allows students to not just practice doing research, but to experience the process of submitting their work for review by fellow colleagues. Students must face the opinions and ideas of the rest of the class while defending their positions. Finally, projects must be revised, and Ph.D. level students are expected to submit their work for publication. 

All students will have the chance to experience this process which is important when dealing with public administration. 

Providing Direction, Not Answers

The goal of this class in not to simply provide answers, but to teach students how to think in different ways such that they can find answers to their own questions. Students will find their own identity as researchers and think in ways that challenge the accepted paradigms and find new ways to integrate emergency management theories with public administration systems. 
