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The New Emergency Management and Related Books and Materials session provided some new insights regarding Emergency Management Academia. The materials discussed will assist future educators in enlightening both students and emergency officials alike. The breakout session covered the annual Body of Knowledge Survey, the Psychological Risk Manager (PRiMer), and Ground-Zero on Campus.

Emergency Management Professionals – Body of Knowledge Survey 2009

Carol Cwiak, from North Dakota State University, presented a very detailed report on the top ten “most reads” labeled Body of Knowledge Survey 2009. Carol’s report surveys instructors within the emergency management academia and asks them to list their most preferred teaching material. This is the second year that the survey has been administered to practitioners which alternatively surveyed academics. Carol’s findings suggest that the practitioners are beginning to single out commonly used books to educate students, which Carol refers to as single entries. Single entries have been decreasing which indicates that less instructors are using dissimilar materials to educate students which in return provides Emergency Management students with commonalities in their education and interrelated curriculums. Carol also notes an increase of consensus regarding teaching material and the repeated listing of the same materials from previous surveys. According to Carols data the top five texts according to practitioners for 2009 are:

	1.
	Principles of Emergency Management

	2.
	NIMS

	3.
	NFPA 1600

	4.
	NRF

	5.
	Disasters By Design: A Reassessment of Natural Disasters in the United States


Psychosocial Risk Manager (PRiMer) – Training for the Psychosocial Dimensions of Extreme Events and Threats


The Psychosocial Risk Manager otherwise known as PRiMer presented by Program Manager Paul Baudette from the University of Ottawa gave an interesting presentation which explains that PRiMer can be used to train for the psychosocial dimensions of extreme events and threats. According to Paul, “PRiMer is an interactive multimedia training program designed to promote a paradigm shift in emergency planning and response in order to better build community resistance, grow resilience, and speed recovery in the face of extreme vents and threats.” PRiMer will enable communities and colleges alike to easily train students and emergency responders in the psychosocial aspects of response in an emergency situation. PRiMer includes a very in-depth web-based self study guide, a one-day workshop which consists of case studies and simulation exercises, and lastly a GIS Decision Support Tool is provided, which allows planners to access a map of their community and eventually familiarizes students with mapping symbols. According to Paul psychological, behavioral, and social impacts account for the most costly and long-term affects in large scale disasters and therefore should be mitigated for properly. 

Ground-Zero on Campus


The Ground-Zero on Campus topic offered some great insight from the perspective of a community college that was directly affected by a large scale disaster. The focus of the topic was on a Competitive Grant issued by the U.S. Department of Education regarding Emergency Management within higher education institutions. According to the presenters, “Since 9/11, Federal, State, and local government agencies have invested heavily in putting sophisticated emergency management procedures in place leaving behind smaller institutions such as community colleges.” Borough of Manhattan Community College was one of 13 higher education institutions chosen to receive the recent Competitive Grant and discussed lessons learned during the first 9 months of the project. The presentation was unique due to the fact that the program was started originally from the ground up and furthermore was involved in one of the largest disasters in American history. Some of the most important aspects discussed were the importance of security and hazard vulnerability assessments and the essential involvement of NIMS at universities. 

