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In this session, the panel presented five researches related to Emergency Management conducted at different US universities. Following are brief descriptions of these researches.

Tribal Emergency Management: Issues of Fitting a Square Peg in a Round Hole, Jodi Van Horne 

This research provides an analytic narrative that explores tribal emergency management and the variables that influence a tribal nation's ability to effectively prepare for and recover from disasters. There are over 560 tribal nations in the US. Each tribe is a unique entity in its culture, government structure, pathway to complete self determination, and relationship with the US federal government making comparative studies difficult overall. In terms of EM, some nations are highly sophisticated in their ability to manage their own risks and emergencies while others struggle to fulfill basic requirements of the emergency management function, FEMA, and Stafford Act. According to the Stafford Act, EM flows as:  Federal       State       Local. However, this policy structure does not recognize the Constitutional uniqueness of tribal sovereignty.
The research is based on tribal sovereignty and these nations’ ability to manage disasters in their lands. It was noted that in terms of EM in tribal nations, there is a lack of immediately related literature. Since it is difficult to do a survey of all 562 tribal nations, the research compares two tribal nations of similar characteristics in the United States. These two tribes are open-minded and progressive, as long as their cultures are being respected.

The research hypothesizes that:

· The greater the governance areas a tribal nation has, the more capabilities and capacities the nation has to conduct emergency management within its nation.

· Cultural belief will influence the extent to which a tribal nation will carry out emergency management activities.

· Standing treaties will influence a tribal nation’s ability to cooperate with the state on EM issues.

· State laws and governing structures will influence tribal nation’s ability to participate in the EM function. 

· Federal institutional prejudices, laws, governing structures will influence a tribal nation’s ability to fully participate in EM functions.

The expected outcome of the research is that a continuum of capabilities will emerge that moves from immature towards mature emergency management capabilities based upon the advancement of the tribal nation in their self determination policy pathway.

The Influences And Impacts Of Faith In The Preparation And Recovery From A Disaster, Alison Herring.
This research seeks to explore the issue of faith in the decisions individuals make about preparing for and recovering from a disaster. Certain groups within the population experience disasters differently. These are known as vulnerable populations and include class, caste, ethnicity, gender, religion, disability, age. Social vulnerability is the susceptibility of individuals, groups, and populations to a hazard, disaster, or risk. For example, of the 300 ethnic groups in the US, elderly African-American men were the most affected (in terms of number of causalities) during the heat wave in Chicago, 1995. On the other hand, physical vulnerability is the intrusion of a hazard in a society (earthquakes in California; hurricanes in the gulf area). 
Although literature on social vulnerability in general is growing, there is little on religion and religious beliefs in preparing for and recovering from a disaster. As a social vulnerability, religion in not measurable. An example of how belief affect individuals decisions is during Hurricane Katrina, where people were less inclined to evacuate because they believed that it was God’s will that the hurricane was going to happen. Is has been noted that it is the lowest socio-economic classes that are most prone to this belief. Understanding the role of faith in the decision-making process of individuals about how to deal with disaster will help to develop mechanisms to direct this process in the right direction; such as getting the clergy to assist people in evacuation.

The Problem Solving Styles of Emergency Operations Center Staffs of Local and State Government Agencies, Glynn Cavin.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the demographics, leadership styles, and preferred problem solving style of the emergency management career field.  A legitimate question that could be asked: Can officials in leadership position function in a good manner during times of crisis? The challenge they face is how to deal with the bigger events. A crisis is defined as “a low probability/high consequence event that threatens the most fundamental goals of an organization” (Weick, 1988). Sometimes officials are appointed in a way like ‘hey, you did your job good, you are in charge’. There is little leadership training for leaders, and accordingly, more attention to leadership is needed. The research also addresses followership and group dynamics. Good leaders understand the traits of the followers.
Demographics of Louisiana participants were compared with similar demographics of participants from the International Association of Emergency Managers.  Two tools were used: the Multifactor Leadership Questionnaire to measure the leadership styles of members of Louisiana emergency managers, and the Kirton Innovation-Adaption inventory to measure their preferred problem solving style. The results revealed an aging workforce that exhibits strong transformational leadership traits, and a preference for an innovative problem solving style. 
Weick, K. E. (1988). Enacted sensemaking in crisis situations. Journal of Management Studies,

 24(4).

The Legal Impact Of Emergency Responder Actions And Decisions: The Need For A National Immunity Law, Steve Standridge.
Emergency responders (law enforcement, emergency medical, and fire service) are being more scrutinized lately. Emergency personnel and their agencies are being held liable for their actions and decisions (examples of such cases include: Sanders v. The Board of County Commissioners of the County of Jefferson, Colorado , Kershner v Burlington and the Cedar Fire lawsuits).
In addition, cross State, regional, and Federal mutual aid responses, where responders are exposed to uneven immunity laws, make the situation more complicated. Accordingly there is a need to craft a more uniformed nationwide immunity law to help protect responders from the patchwork of State laws that currently exist.

Liability in Search and Rescues: Should Individuals Who Necessitate their Own Rescues Have to Pay? Sheila M. Huss.

Regardless of the degree of danger they put themselves in, rescuees are not charged for their SAR. Lately, however, there has been a shift toward allowing certain individuals or groups to be held liable for charges incurred on their behalf during rescues. There are 5 states that allow people to be liable for their own rescue; these states are Organ, New Hampshire, Hawaii, Idaho, and California. In Colorado, authorities say that they have never and will never charge for search and rescue. However, they started recently reconsidering this stand, especially with increasing number of SAR cases; the Gardens of the God area was a scene to many of these cases.
This research examines the legal basis for free SAR services, the rationale behind the shift toward charging for these services, and the implications of holding individuals liable for the cost of SAR activities. 
Oppositions to having people pay for their SAR say that this is an erosion of the Free Public Service Doctrine (Free Public Service doctrine was not used in court on search and rescue so far). It will also create a legal duty to do SAR, and will kill the spirit of recreation activities since people will be less inclined to do sports that may require SAR. All sport practitioners do mistakes; but sometimes other circumstances make the situation more likely for SAR, such as suddenly changes in weather. A good approach to reduce SAR cases is to arm people with the knowledge to prepare themselves well before doing sports that may require SAR.
