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Ms. Jane Pierard is the Team Leader Professional Development for the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management (MCDEM) in Wellington, New Zealand. As such, she manages and oversees the Ministry’s work related to professional development. She is also responsible for providing specialist advice at the national and regional levels to support development of the MCDEM emergency management sector capability, with a particular focus on professional development. In her role at MCDEM, Ms. Pierard contributes to emergency operations at the national level.
Ms. Pierard is a former university lecturer with a background in education, linguistics, and strategic studies. She is very interested in the language of emergency management and the impact of linguistic conceptual models on communication during emergencies. At the Higher Education Conference, Ms. Pierard will be presenting the results of a New Zealand project developing a national emergency management competency framework. This framework will provide the basis for a detailed gap analysis of training and education across all levels and functions of emergency management in New Zealand.

The Higher Education Conference provides a valuable opportunity to share the outcomes of this work and interact with stakeholders and emergency managers in the United States. Interacting with international colleagues about their experiences in developing training and education programs in emergency management is of great interest.

May 6, 2009


