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Mr. C.J. Patschke is a Senior Student in the Emergency Administration and Management (EAM) program at Arkansas Tech University (ATU). He will graduate on May 16, 2009, with his B.S. in EAM. The Department of Emergency Administration and Management at ATU offers both Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees. The EAM program at ATU has received accreditation from the Foundation on Higher Education in Disaster/Emergency Management and Homeland Security. The program has also received accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Universities to be offered as an online degree which can be delivered over the internet.
Mr. Patschke is currently interning with the Department of Environmental Health and Safety at the University of Colorado at Boulder. While there, he has worked with some of the student population, such as the Student Safety Coalition Task Force, to help expand the knowledge of safety throughout the campus. He has also “brought back to life” a once dormant Community Emergency Response Team program with new leadership and new training opportunities. Additionally, Mr. Patschke has worked very closely with the emergency coordinator and assistant emergency coordinator in outlining a new and improved emergency operations plan for the University of Colorado at Boulder.

Mr. Patschke is attending the Emergency Management Institute’s 12th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference because he actively pursues as many opportunities to educate himself in the field of emergency management as possible. He believes it is a constantly expanding field with new information available around every corner. He wishes to take home from the Conference a better understanding of the best practices in emergency management that are available today. Mr. Patschke looks forward to the opportunity to network with emergency managers and educators from other programs and universities. After his graduation in May, given the importance of practical experience in the field of emergency management, he plans to take a semester off to participate in more internship work. He would like the chance to meet with various emergency managers in hopes of finding another internship opportunity. Also, he plans to further his education in the emergency management field by taking graduate-level courses. Mr. Patschke looks forward to talking to representatives from all schools to learn more about their graduate programs and what they have to offer. It is his goal to find a school that best suits his goals while allowing him to give back to that institution and the emergency management field through practice and research. He is grateful for this opportunity to do so!
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