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Dr. Toby Osburn has served as Dean of Student Services at McNeese State University since 2004. He is a member of the McNeese crisis response team and serves as chair of the eight-campus University of Louisiana System emergency preparedness planning team. Prior to his current employment, he served as vice president for student services at Rochester College in Rochester Hills, Michigan. He previously served in administrative leadership roles for the North Central Texas Community College District, the University of North Texas, and Abilene Christian University. Dr. Osburn has worked in college and university student services for almost 20 years, and he briefly worked for the Federal Emergency Management Agency as a disaster assistance employee and civil rights officer/equal employment opportunity counselor.
Dr. Osburn has extensive experience in mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery activities, having participated in campus-based actions associated with the Midwest power blackout (2003); Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (2005); Tropical Storm Humberto (2007); Hurricane Gustav (2008); and Hurricane Ike (2008), in addition to numerous critical incidents involving student suicide attempts, death on campus, sexual assault, and students in psychological crisis. Active in the local community, Dr. Osburn serves on the Board of Trustees of Women and Children’s Hospital and the Board of Directors of the Imperial Calcasieu Soccer Association. He is also a deacon at Trinity Baptist Church.

Dr. Osburn holds a baccalaureate degree from Abilene Christian University and a master’s degree in counseling and student services from the University of North Texas. He holds credentials as a Licensed Professional Counselor in Texas. In 2008, he successfully defended his dissertation entitled Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Preparedness Planning at American Coastal University: Seeking the Disaster-Resistant University. Dr. Osburn was awarded the doctor of education degree in higher education from the University of North Texas.

Dr. Osburn’s goals in attending the Conference are, first and foremost, to learn from colleagues who are interested in the growth of the field of emergency management; to explore how an academic program might be developed on his own campus; and to share his research on the application of mitigation, preparation, response, and recovery principles to college and university campuses.
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