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Ms. Laura Lorman has 30 years of experience in educational law enforcement with the last 12 years as Chief of Police for West Valley-Mission Community College in Saratoga, California. She has been active in a number of organizations and committees, having served as president of the Woman Peace Officer’s Association of California and the California College and University Police Chiefs Association. Ms. Lorman currently serves on the California State POST Advisory Committee, and the State Community College Chancellor’s Disaster Resistant California Community Colleges.
The West Valley-Mission Community College District has taken the need for emergency preparation and response very seriously. Even in these tough times, funding has been allocated for supplies and equipment; training has been ramped up; and both colleges have come together to hire a full-time coordinator who works closely with the District Police and surrounding emergency response agencies. This position was for the spring semester but because of the support of the campus communities, there is a very good possibility the position will continue through and beyond the fall semester. West Valley College has instituted a campus Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program, and many of the faculty and staff from both of the colleges have participated. The first training was in conjunction with the city of Saratoga CERT program where West Valley is located so it provided a unique opportunity to build community bridges.

The Emergency Management Higher Education Conference will give Ms. Lorman an opportunity to learn from other colleges and universities that have been successful on their campuses, what has proved to be problematic, and how those problems were dealt with. With very little time and funding, it’s important to work smarter. This Conference will allow Ms. Lorman to come back to her college community with additional knowledge, practical applications, and people she can continue to dialogue with.
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