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Ms. Jane S. Long is Vice President of Emergency Programs at Heritage Preservation, Inc., a national non-profit in Washington, DC. She has served as Director of the Heritage Emergency National Task Force since it was formed in 1995 by Heritage Preservation and the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Ms. Long has led all Task Force initiatives from the Emergency Response and Salvage Wheel to the innovative Alliance for Response program and the award-winning Field Guide to Emergency Response. She is co-author of Caring for Your Family Treasures (Harry N. Abrams, 2000). Ms. Long was Special Projects coordinator of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities and executive director of the Foundation for Public Affairs.
Ms. Long holds a B.A. from the College of Wooster and an M.A. from the University of Chicago.

The Heritage Emergency National Task Force is a partnership of 41 national service organizations and Federal agencies created to protect cultural heritage from the damaging effects of natural disasters and other emergencies. Its primary goals are to help cultural heritage institutions and sites prepare for emergencies and obtain needed resources when disaster strikes; incorporate cultural and historic assets into disaster planning and mitigation efforts at all levels of government; facilitate a more effective and coordinated response to region-wide emergencies affecting cultural heritage; and assist the public in recovering treasured heirlooms damaged by disasters.

The Task Force has produced internationally recognized information tools for museums, libraries, archives, and historic sites. The Emergency Response and Salvage Wheel is available in six languages. Task Force members are participating in “MayDay,” a national campaign urging constituents to take one simple step toward preparedness.

Task Force projects help to develop strategic partnerships with emergency managers and first responders. Alliance for Response is a national program that builds bridges between the cultural heritage and emergency response communities before disasters happen. Alliance for Response Forums in 12 cities led to new local policies and cooperative planning efforts. Heritage Preservation has also produced a popular poster on “Working with Emergency Responders,” and it is conducting a pilot program involving local emergency professionals in museum risk assessments.

The Heritage Emergency National Task Force published Cataclysm and Challenge, the only comprehensive study of cultural heritage losses from the attacks of September 11, 2001. The Task Force serves as an information resource for Emergency Response Function #11 of the National Response Framework. See www.heritageemergency.org.
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