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Dr. John J. Kiefer is Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the Master of Public Administration program at the University of New Orleans (UNO). His research has been published in Public Administration Review; the Journal of Emergency Management; Public Works Management and Policy; and the Journal of the Global Awareness Society International. As a faculty associate at UNO’s Center for Hazard Assessment, Response and Technology, Dr. Kiefer participates on several interdisciplinary, Federal Emergency Management Agency-funded research teams studying flood loss and disaster resilience. He has been principal evaluator for a broad range of programs funded by the Oak Ridge Consortium of Research Universities/DOE/DHS, U.S. Department of Education, State of Louisiana, and several cities, totaling almost $1 million in funded research. He has delivered numerous papers and chaired panels at professional meetings in the United States and Canada.

Dr. Kiefer serves as chair of the American Society for Public Administration’s Section on Crisis and Emergency Management, and on the Executive Board of the Southeastern Conference for Public Administration. His current research interests include hazard policy, emergency management, and program evaluation. Dr. Kiefer is a retired U.S. Marine Corps officer.

The University of New Orleans offers a Hazard Policy specialization within its Master of Public Administration program; a Hazard Mitigation specialization within its Master of Urban Planning program; a Ph.D. in Political Science with concentration in Public Policy/Hazard Policy specialization; and a Ph.D. in Urban Studies with concentration in Urban Planning/Mitigation Policy specialization. In addition, the University offers executive leadership programs leading to Certified Emergency Manager and Louisiana Emergency Manager Certifications.

Dr. Kiefer remains committed to the concept that specialty fields such as emergency management and hazard policy are subsets of traditional academic disciplines such as public administration, public management, and political science at universities, particularly at the graduate level. The main benefit of this Conference is the opportunity to interact with leading academics who have successfully incorporated these specializations into mainstream degree programs with long-established records of academic excellence.
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