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Mr. Jefferson K. Joiner is the Director of the International Rescue & Relief (IRR) Program at Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska. Union College is a small, liberal arts college with approximately 1,000 students which is operated by the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Mr. Joiner is also the chair of the newest division on campus which includes the IRR and Health and Human Performance programs.
Mr. Joiner has more than 25 years of experience in emergency nursing, emergency management, healthcare administration, and education. He holds national certifications in Emergency Nursing and Disaster Preparedness. He is a Basic and Advance Disaster Life Support instructor for the Nebraska Center for Biopreparedness. Mr. Joiner serves in the Lincoln Medical Reserve Corps and is a member of the Southeastern Nebraska Metropolitan Medical Response System steering committee.

Mr. Joiner holds a B.S. in nursing from Southwestern Adventist University and an M.S. in nursing (critical care/trauma) from the University of Kentucky. Currently, he is a doctoral student in leadership studies at the University of Nebraska. He teaches HIV & Emerging Diseases and the Disaster Management & Terrorism courses in the IRR program at Union College.

Union College’s IRR degree is a unique program designed for the student who wants to serve others in disasters and provide humanitarian relief. This innovative baccalaureate program includes: EMT-Basic; wilderness survival, wilderness search and rescue; low- and high-angle rescue; swift water rescue; and confined space rescue. On this foundation, additional coursework is layered in language, business, small group dynamics, public health, world religions and cultures, crisis management, HIV and emerging diseases, disaster management and terrorism, global communications, relief infrastructure, and more. IRR students spend one semester in a developing country (currently Nicaragua and Honduras), studying jungle, ocean, and shoreline survival; travel and tropical medicine; and public health, and providing humanitarian relief.

Mr. Joiner is attending this Conference with the hope of networking with other faculty and emergency professionals to determine the direction that the emergency management field is heading and assist in the development of new content and possible courses to offer at Union College.
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