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Mr. Robert D. Jaffin has held various positions at American Public University System (APUS) since 2002. As a department chair, he prepared the bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in Emergency and Disaster Management, Environmental Studies, Fire Science, Homeland Security, Public Health, and Transportation and Logistics Management for initial academic accreditation and successfully staffed all of them. In his 39 months in that position, Mr. Jaffin grew the department 1,000 percent. He currently teaches Hazmat Management, Hazmat Transportation, Logistics, and Transportation courses for APUS, and he lectures on Hazmat for the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy’s Global Management and Transportation School. Mr. Jaffin has also taught emergency planning and homeland security courses. Mr. Jaffin was the Navy lead program manager and course developer for Hazmat Transportation courses at the Navy Supply Corps School where he built up a program that served all of the Department of Defense and directly supported 21 State National Guards and many active Army and Marine Corps commands.
Mr. Jaffin currently sits on two Transportation Research Board panels. In addition, he serves on the Editorial working group and the Training and Education committee of the International Association of Emergency Managers and is a founding board member of the Foundation of Higher Education. He is also a member of the American Society of Transportation and Logistics, ASIS International, International Organization of Packaging Professionals; the National Defense Transportation Association, and the National Sheriff’s Association. He writes regularly for a number of periodicals.

Mr. Jaffin is attending the Conference to facilitate the pre-conference Writers Workshop; to moderate and participate in a breakout session addressing the challenges of transitioning from a subject matter expert to an academician; and to act as a champion for a strong liberal arts foundation and for improved and expanded English, Hazmat Management, and Logistics offerings within the Emergency Management higher education curriculum. As always, Mr. Jaffin is interested to hear what his colleagues are discovering and to make sure that he is aware of current best practices in the discipline. He is anxious to help break down stovepipes to network and to discover new opportunities for cross-disciplinary collaboration.
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