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Major Michael A. Holly is a Bilateral Affairs Officer stationed at the U.S. Embassy in Accra, Ghana, under the command of Headquarters, United States Africa Command. In this position, he represents the National Guard Bureau’s State Partnership Program as a liaison between North Dakota and Ghana. He has been working with the Ghana Armed Forces, Ministry of Interior, National Disaster Management Organisation, Ghana Institute for Management and Public Administration, and North Dakota State University to develop a comprehensive disaster management training program.
During his previous assignment with the Joint Force Headquarters, North Dakota National Guard, Major Holly was responsible for the development and implementation of emergency management training and exercises. As a certified Incident Command System (ICS) instructor, he taught several ICS courses around North Dakota. He is certified by the National Guard Bureau as a lessons learned collector and has participated as an observer in several national-level exercises including VIGILANT GUARD 06, ALASKA SHIELD/NORTHERN EDGE 07 (LW07), and EVERGREEN SENTRY 07. In North Dakota, Major Holly was the principal exercise designer for LIGNITE WIND 06, a limited full-scale exercise focusing on a growing domestic terror threat, and LIGNITE WIND 07, a pandemic influenza response exercise. LW07 was unique because it utilized every type of Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP) exercise in order to coordinate and exercise North Dakota’s pandemic response plan. Both exercises involved local, State, Tribal, and Federal agencies and were designed following the HSEEP protocols.
Major Holly began his military career in 1981 and served in a variety of enlisted and junior officer positions as a part-time National Guardsman. In 1994, he joined the North Dakota National Guard as a full-time employee. It was during the blizzards and floods of 1996–1997 when he began actively supporting North Dakota’s Department of Emergency Services, first in county and State emergency operations centers and later as a trainer and exercise designer.

Major Holly holds a B.S. in history and economics from Regents College in New York. He graduated from the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas; Engineer Officer Advanced Course, Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri; and expects to begin a master’s program in emergency management in August.

During the Conference, Major Holly is escorting several Ghanaian representatives from NADMO GIMPA and on Thursday afternoon, he will co-present “Building Partnership Opportunities Across Borders” with Mr. Kofi Portuphy, the NADMO National Coordinator, and Professor Yaw Badu, GIMPA’s Rector.
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