GEORGE HEAKE
Emergency Management and Response Coordinator/

Information and Technology Accessibility Coordinator
Institute on Disabilities
and

Director of Operations

Center for Preparedness Research, Education and Practice

Temple University
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Mr. George Heake is the Emergency Management and Response Coordinator and Information and Technology Accessibility Coordinator at the Institute on Disabilities which is the University Center of Excellence for Developmental Disabilities for the State of Pennsylvania. He is responsible for all accessible electronic information and technology support, outreach, and educational activities for the Institute. Mr. Heake also coordinates emergency preparedness and response management efforts for the disability community up to the national level. He is also the Director of Operations for the Center for Preparedness Research, Education and Practice at Temple University.

Mr. Heake’s background includes 12 years in the behavioral health field, working with autistic youth and young adults with life-threatening self-injurious behaviors. He also has more than 25 years of technology, training, and teaching experience with Fortune 100 companies in the private sector, along with public, government, and non-profit sectors.

Mr. Heake is currently active in the following activities and projects: chair, Eastern Region Pennsylvania Health Special Population Workgroup; chair, Special Needs Committee, Keystone Emergency Management Association; chair, Vulnerable Population Workgroup, Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force; committee member, International Association of Emergency Managers Special Needs Committee; disability subject matter expert for Regional Advisory Council, FEMA Region III; director and founder of the Temple University Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster; director of the SPAR-GIS Initiative; faculty, Special Population and Emergency Management Certificate Program, College of Health and Sciences; coordinator, Southeastern Pennsylvania HAZUS User Group; and coordinator, Philadelphia County Animal Response Team, Central Police District.
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