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Dr. Walter W. Hays is a faculty member in the Environmental Science and Policy Department of George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. He has contributed to local, national, and international education programs through the auspices of seven universities, a national institute, agencies of the United Nations, and a local private Christian school.
Dr. Hays has provided leadership over a 26-year period for strategic and tactical implementation of knowledge gained through the United States Geological Survey’s ongoing program of earthquake research and post-earthquake studies, forging scientific and political alliances under the auspices of the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program for the benefit of all earthquake-prone regions of the Nation.

Dr. Hays also contributed, over a 26-year period, to national, State, and international programs such as those conducted under the auspices of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); the National Research Council; Subcommittee for Natural Disaster Reduction (an interagency committee under the President’s Science Advisor); the Central United States Earthquake Consortium; Utah Geological and Mineralogical Survey; California Department of Conservation); SEISMED; RELEMR; the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction; the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction; and the United Nations.

Dr. Hays created the Global Alliance for Disaster Reduction, a certified non-profit, international non-governmental agency comprised of 1,200 professionals and more than 100 Supporting Organizations which has contributed to educational programs and strategies to build leadership and technical and political capacity on local, national, regional, and global scales.

Dr. Hays’ previous positions include: Senior Fellow for the Global Institute for Energy and Environmental Systems, University of North Carolina at Charlotte; senior program manager for the American Society of Civil Engineers; deputy chief for Research Applications, United States Geological Survey; adjunct professor, Geophysics, University of Nevada at Las Vegas; adjunct professor, University of Virginia; technical director of Environmental Research Corporation; adjunct professor, Geophysics, University of New Orleans; adjunct professor, Mathematics, Tulane University; and lead geophysicist, Chevron Oil Co.
Dr. Hays has received numerous awards including: recipient of UNESCO-GADR Award (July 2006); recipient of United Nations Sasakawa Award (October 2004); Honorary member of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (1998); and Leadership Award, Central United States Earthquake Consortium (1995).
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