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Dr. Wallace G. “Bo” Harris is an Adjunct Associate Professor of Emergency Services Management (ESM) and Program Coordinator for the ESM Program at the School of Continuing Studies of the University of Richmond. His teaching specialties are in the areas of public finance and management and political science. He is also a reservist with the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.
Dr. Harris recently retired after a career in Virginia State government spanning more than 36 years. His most recent position was deputy commissioner and chief operating officer of the Department of Social Services. He began his career with the Department of Taxation where he was a management analyst and assistant human resources officer. The majority of Dr. Harris’ career was spent with the Virginia Retirement System (VRS), where he began as Operations manager and progressed to the position of senior deputy director, serving twice during his tenure at VRS as acting director. He served as an intelligence specialist in the U.S. Air Force before his employment with the Commonwealth.

The ESM Program at the University of Richmond offers a Bachelor of Applied Science degree with minors in emergency management, business continuity, and homeland security. The program also offers two Master’s degrees: one in emergency management and the other in disaster science. The MEM is practitioner-oriented while the MDS is research-oriented with a thesis requirement. The program also allows for selected undergraduate students who are seniors to take up to nine graduate hours that may be applied toward their Bachelor’s degree as well as toward the completion of one of the Master’s degrees. All courses in the University of Richmond’s ESM program are taught online.

Dr. Harris holds a B.A. in economics and an M.B.A. from the University of Richmond. He earned his Ph.D. in public policy and administration from Virginia Commonwealth University. He earned his Senior Professional in Human Resources designation from the Human Resource Certification Institute.

Because Dr. Harris is new to the position of program coordinator, he is attending the Conference to familiarize himself with other programs and to network with those in higher education in the fields related to emergency management and disaster science.
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