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Ms. Lori R. Foley is Director of Preservation Services at the Northeast Documentation Conservation Center (NEDCC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit regional conservation center that has specialized in the conservation and preservation of paper-based materials for libraries, archives, museums, municipal offices, historical organizations, and private collections since its founding in 1973. Ms. Foley manages NEDCC’s ongoing education and outreach activities including workshops, courses, and conferences; a reference service; publications; surveys; and disaster assistance—in the New England region and beyond.
Prior to joining NEDCC in 2001 as a Field Service representative, Ms. Foley worked at Harvard University, where she was responsible for the preservation of the anthropology library’s collections. She received hand-bookbinding training at North Bennet Street School in Boston, and is a graduate of Colorado College. Before changing careers, she spent 15 years in various trade book production departments in the Boston area. Ms. Foley is a member of the state-level Massachusetts Emergency Management Team; the co-chair of the Emergency Committee of the American Institute for Conservation (AIC); a member of the AIC Collections Emergency Response Team; the chair of the Historical Records Council; an alternate on the Massachusetts Historical Records Advisory Board; and a trustee of the Essex National Heritage Commission.

Ms. Foley was the project director for dPlan™, a free online template that guides users through the creation of a customized disaster plan for their institution. dPlan™ (www.dplan.org), developed with support by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), is now used by more than 2,300 cultural heritage institutions. Ms. Foley is also the project director for Coordinate Statewide Emergency Preparedness (COSTEP), a free framework—adaptable to any State—that addresses the need for the cultural and emergency management communities to forge partnerships in preparedness and response. More information about the COSTEP framework, which was also developed with IMLS support, can be found at http://www.nedcc.org/disaster/costep.php.
As part of its Preservation Services Program, NEDCC offers an emergency assistance program for institutions and individuals with damaged paper-based collections. NEDCC staff members are available 24/7 to provide telephone advice when a disaster occurs. This service is provided at no charge thanks to a grant to the Center from the National Endowment for Humanities.
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