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Ms. Lydia Maria Dross is a Senior Graduate attending Regent University School of Government. She will be graduating this May with a master’s degree in public administration and a second concentration in homeland defense/terrorism. While working full-time, she earned a bachelor’s degree from Ottawa University, Arizona, in 2000. She has majored in psychology (study of violent behavior) and also earned 66 life learned credits in human services.
For the past 20 years, Ms. Dross has devoted herself to helping people and has more than 2 decades of expertise in the social work profession. She has spent 25 years serving as a volunteer supervisor and a mentor. For her volunteer work, Ms. Dross has received numerous awards. In 2007, her volunteer work was recognized with an award on behalf of USA Presidential Freedom Citizens Corp and Presidential Volunteer Pin.

Ms. Dross strongly believes in volunteerism, education, prevention, and cultural diversity. For the past 2 years, she has served as an appointed commissioner for the Greater Tulsa Hispanic Commission Board. She is very involved in empowering faith-based groups towards emergency planning and preparedness.

Ms. Dross served as a staff member for the American Red Cross for 3 years as senior Disaster Relief coordinator, and was responsible for complete oversight of Client Service Delivery, Partner Services, and Armed Forces Communication, covering 18 counties for the county of Tulsa and other jurisdictions. She has also served as continuity of operations manager during local disaster relief operations.

Ms. Dross resigned from her local Red Cross to complete her academic studies and has joined the rank of volunteers for the National American Red Cross. Though she has been deployed many times as a staff member and volunteer, she has served in different volunteer roles. As an emergency service volunteer, her most rewarding assignment was as a part of the preliminary team, assigned as a National American Red Cross Partner Service LVA manager for Hurricanes Ike, Hanna, and Gustav relief operations. Here is where she extensively and collaboratively worked with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Small Business Administration, and other government entities.

A native of Long Island, New York, Ms. Dross has traveled internationally as an International Social Services delegate for the California Department of Social Services and mission operations. She spent 2 years as a resident of Puerto Rico, and served 3 years as a Mexican delegate liaison for the Child Welfare Protection Team. Her role was to negotiate in the best interest of foreign children between the United States and other countries, as part of the Vienna Peace Treaty Act, to secure the minors’ safety by assisting the courts towards family reunification or permanency.
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