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Ms. Marion Boon is the Program Coordinator (and a seasonal instructor) for the Emergency Management Diploma Program at the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology (NAIT). The Program is Canada’s only diploma program designed for students interested in making a career in emergency management as well as those employed in the field and wishing to enhance their knowledge. Students are required to complete 19 courses and 1 practicum. A student who studies full time can expect to complete the courses in 2 years, roughly the equivalent of a traditional classroom diploma program. A part-time student will be able to graduate in 5 years or less. Apart from the practicum, all courses are delivered through the internet via WebCT, enabling a completely flexible study schedule for the student.
All of the courses are developed and taught by some of Canada’s most senior emergency management practitioners with a broad depth of experience in the various disciplines that make up this diverse field. The Program provides students with a fundamental understanding of emergency management functions in a number of industries, including oil and gas, petrochemical, energy transmission, forestry, transportation, agriculture, and public sectors. Graduates will have the skills to address key areas of emergency management—mitigation, planning, response, and recovery.

Prior to joining NAIT in 2006, Ms. Boon was employed for 14 years by the Government of Alberta’s emergency management agency. She held a number of positions including managing the Training Branch and coordinating the disaster financial assistance program as well as consulting with healthcare facilities, schools, and post-secondary institutions on the development and maintenance of their emergency programs. She worked in occupational and public health before moving into emergency management.

Ms. Boon’s reason for attending the Conference is to increase her knowledge of emergency management education programs. Specifically, she wants to discuss curriculum maintenance, emergency management best practices and standards, and innovative delivery practices. The Conference offers an opportunity to determine the lessons observed and learned in building and sustaining excellence in emergency management education. Ms. Boon believes that she will have an increased connection and network with other emergency management and program managers which will be useful as her program matures.
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