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Dr. Richard O. Arvizu is currently the Vice President at Los Angeles City College (LACC). He retired from the U.S. Air Force as a systems program director of various classified/unclassified space and advanced weapons programs associated with the National Security Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, and National Reconnaissance Office. Upon leaving the Air Force, Dr. Arvizu was selected by Rio Hondo College to be their executive dean.
Dr. Arvizu has earned a doctoral degree in business administration; two master’s degrees in public administration and business administration; and a bachelor’s degree in electronics engineering. He is also a graduate of the Defense Systems Management College (Program Management), Air War College, Air Force Institute of Technology, and the National Defense University. Dr. Arvizu holds a Community College Instructor and Administrator Credentials for Business and Industrial Management; Public Services and Administration; and Engineering. He is an adjunct professor at the University of Phoenix and a certified Federal Emergency Management Agency instructor for IC 100/200/300/400 and Weapons of Mass Destruction, plus the State of California SEMS.

Dr. Arvizu’s main reason for attending the Emergency Management Institute’s 12th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference is to gain knowledge and insight on emergency management activities, technologies, and systems that will help him and the college to become better prepared to handle any natural and manmade disasters. This Conference will provide a forum for him to network and learn from other faculty, administrators, and emergency management professional organizations.

Set on an attractive 49 acres, LACC was the original location for University of California, Los Angeles, before it moved to Westwood, California. LACC is a 2-year public college located in the east corner of Hollywood just minutes from Hollywood shopping and entertainment, Universal Studios CityWalk, and downtown Los Angeles. Since 1929, LACC has helped students transfer to competitive universities as juniors, and enter high-paying jobs as well as advancement. LACC’s alumni are notable educators; civic leaders and politicians; business leaders; Nobel Prize, Oscar, Emmy, and Grammy winners; medical and technology professionals; and front-line staffers. The math and debate teams are nationally recognized, and the basketball program has been rated one of the best in the country. The campus is one of the most diverse in the Nation, with significant representation from students of all ethnic backgrounds ranging in age from under 16 to over 60.
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