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Authorized by Congress in the 1990 Clean Air Act-reauthorization, the United States Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation board (CSB) is an independent United States Federal agency responsible for investigating chemical accidents. Modeled after the National Transportation and Safety Board (NTSB), the organization consists of 40 professional investigators and is headquartered in Washington, D.C.   The goal of the CSB is prevention to reduce or eliminate accidents from occurring in the future by providing recommendations to various organizations. 


 The CSB will investigates accidents in chemical plants, oil refineries and in plants that use chemicals; toxic gas releases; explosions and fires; and other fatalities (e.g. confined spaces).  The following are criteria for conducting an investigation:

1. Deaths or injuries occurring onsite or offsite;

2. Property losses;

3. Office impact (i.e. public/environmental);

4. Incidents with broad national significance; and 

5. Resources are available.

The CSB independently investigates accidents and makes public investigation findings and safety recommendations through regular public statements, press conferences, public meetings, investigation reports, safety bulletins, videos, and their website.  However, unlike the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Occupational Health and Safety Agency (OSHA), and the National Regulatory Commission (NRC), the CSB is not an enforcement or regulator agency and subsequently do not assess fines or penalties; however, they can and do issues subpoenas for investigation purposes.  

Open CSB Investigations

The CBS is current conducting the following investigations:

	Date
	Location
	Type
	Number of Injured
	Action/Damages

	February 16, 2007
	Valero Refinery

Sunray, Texas
	Propane Fire Lead in Deasphalting Unit
	Three workers were seriously burned.
	

	July 17, 2007
	Barton Solvents

Valley Center, Kansas
	Fire in outside storage tank.
	
	6,000 persons were evacuated; extensive damage to facility.

	December 19, 2007
	T2 Labs,

Jacksonville, FL
	Runaway Reaction, explosion, and fire.
	4 fatalities, 33 injured
	

	February 7, 2008
	Imperial Sugar, Port Wentworth, Georgia
	Sugar Dust explosion
	13 fatalities
	


Planning Legislation

To mitigate the impacts of chemical accidents, emergency response planning within and around a chemical facility is essential.  The following organizations are legislated to ensure a coordinated planned, response to a chemical incident:

· Passed in 1986, the Sara Title III (Emergency Planning and Community right to know), requires  the establishment of State Emergency Response Commissions (SERCs) and that SERCs form Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) to address emergency planning needs.  

· LEPCs are intended to understand the chemical hazards in the community, they develop emergency plans in the event of an accidental release of chemicals.  LEPCs have broadened their scope to include planning for all-hazards and include members of local medical facilities, fire departments, emergency management agencies, and chemical plants.  

· Under the authority of the Clear Air Act, Risk Management Plans (RMP) requires facilities that produce, handle, process, distribute, or store certain chemicals to develop  an RMP and submit the plan to the EPA.   

· The Community Awareness and Emergency Response (CAER) organization prepares emergency response plans in coordination with the community, LEPCs, and RMPs.  CAER organizations must include membership from chemical and refinery facilities, county emergency management agencies, facility and local fire departments, and local medical facilities.

Lessons Learned from CSB Investigators

CSB Investigators recognize the differences in emergency response capabilities and effectiveness amongst communities across the United States.  However, they stressed the importance of chemical facilities to interact within their community and with emergency responders before an incident.  

Comments from Participants

1. Businesses initially fought the Communities right to know claiming information was proprietary.  However, after 911, the argument for withholding chemical information was references in being in the protection of the community from a terrorist attack.  However, Congress did not rescind the law.  This has resulted in emergency management officials needing to obtain chemically related information from the EPA.

2. In addition to brining harmful chemicals to our communities, industry should support local responders by not only providing information, but also the tools necessary to respond effectively and efficiently to an incident.

