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A graduate education in emergency management is a highly specialized and an interdisciplinary skill-set. Innovation and process oriented change is a goal all programs and students should uphold. As such, this breakout session focused on new techniques, updates from program directors, and dialogue.
John C. Pine, Ed.D.
Dr. Pine discussed developments and advancements made at Louisiana State University. He mentioned how faculty in the Disaster Science Management program came from various faculties; varying from social sciences, business, and engineering. Professors from all parts of the academic spectrum allow emergency management graduate students to examine problems through different frameworks. Because there are three distinct and interrelated stages in emergency management, students can pick and choose what interests them. Dr. Pine also went on to discuss the need for increased focus and more interdisciplinary focus – he asked that schools look at their current faculty and encourage professors from other disciplines to contribute to EM programs.
Jack L. Rozdilsky, Ph.D.
Dr. Rozdilsky was the second presenter. He talked at length about the program at the University of North Texas. He talked about the various program options available and how students can customize their research interests. The doctoral program at North Texas requires students to obtain a solid understanding of EM and research. This solid base knowledge allows students to go in the field and work on innovative and unique research projects. Dr. Rozdilsky discussed his field seminar course in which students worked in Greensburg, Kansas. The Kansas town was destroyed by tornadoes, had rebuilt itself using ‘green’ practices. Rozdilsky explained that field research backed by solid fundamentals can create great learning experiences. He did mention that such field experiences have to be created in ways that are respectable to human subjects and structured in fashion where results can be measured efficiently. He touched on the need for emergency management programs to develop classes or seminars that provide field experience.
Naim Kapucu, Ph.D
Dr. Kapucu was the third presenter and he talked about his unique approaches to teaching. He used a group norms technique to outline work and social groups within the class. Using his survey instrument he mapped out social and work groups – he then proceeded to discuss his results. He administered the same survey instrument to his students to discover that the work and social groups had now become intertwined. He used this example to detail how work bureaucracies sometimes function in intertwining ways –it is those organizations that can utilize the sharing of resources and expertise. As he showed with disconnected students, he likened that to governmental organizations that operate outside of any network. He called for more collaboration between students, schools, and organizations so work and social groups can co-exist. 

Carol Cwiak, J.D.

Ms. Cwiak was the final presenter of the session. In her current position as the internship coordinator, she praised the work ethic of her students that had been placed in various organizations. Using her experience, she urged other schools to develop internship offices that place students in organizations that will provide real-world experience to supplement their graduate education in emergency management. The experiences will lead to a better understanding of the field and ultimately help disaster victims. Cwiak went on to encourage faculty from other institutions to encourage their students to write papers or articles for publishing. She believes that publishing articles and papers will lead to a better understanding of what research is out there and boost the confidence of the students. In a field such as emergency management, peer review is important and it also establishes a way to get new ideas out in the field.  

Post-Conference Remarks:

This breakout session was very informative and it clearly detailed how professors from various institutions are approaching the discipline of emergency management. Especially interesting is the continuous call for innovation – many other disciplines are rigid in their approach because of time-honored formats or curriculum. This breakout session highlighted the unique approaches in EM but also offered new learning methods that can be applied to other programs. 
