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Carolyn Teich, Program Associate AACC, introduced the session of associate programs development discussing increased numbers of programs in place.  Since 9/11, Ms Teich added that the focus has changed on preparation to include Homeland Security.  She described the long road in definition and description of the associate program.  Should it be a certificate program or degree?  And to what end is a certificate of value?  Continuing, she introduced Stephen Glassey, of New Zealand and, his presentation of a progression of courses from certificate to PHD, available in one Pathway.
Steve Glassey of New Zealand, of the Emergency Management Academy of New Zealand, created a pathway of courses that begins with a certificate and can finalize with a doctorate in Emergency Management.  The Pathway incorporates a cooperation of academic programs developed to create “one stop shopping” for Emergency Management education.  The paper, “Developing a Collaborative Educational Pathway for Manawatu as the Oceania Centre of Excellence for Emergency Management Education”, written by Mr. Glassey is the basis for the program.  To view the paper go to http://www.emanz.ac.nz/assets/files/resources/nz_collaborative_education_pathway.pdf.
In developing this program, Mr. Glassey perceived the community college program as a catalyst for change. It is a place in the progression of education that adds value to the overall coordination of emergency management.
He began his interest in emergency management during the New Zealand equivalent of U.S. high school.  Recognizing the types of people, needed, skills and resources to address emergency management response led him to the development of a “stepping stone” approach to education in this venue.

The scope of the program is in the context of New Zealand, its needs and resources.  Developing a continuum of EM education is a benefit to the overall delivery of service that results from this integrated pathway.  Benefits from collaboration are seen in the availability of a consistent continuum for the student as well as access to additional educational sources, experience and support.  The result is a complete union of the necessary elements needed to address an emergency incident.
In NZ, Mr. Glassey recognized that a collaborative pathway was needed because:

· No one provider can do everything well

· Research and practice needs to be integrated

· Tertiary strategy requires collaboration among providers

· Learners need clearly accessible educational pathways

· Credibility of providers varied

· Commonality in content between EM and Higher Academic disciplines

· Many practitioners remain unqualified/un-credentialed in EM

· EM not listed as a career option by NZ Career Service until 2007
Emergency Management in NZ is”based managed” with the localities in charge, taking responsibility of the assessment and response.   Differently from the United States, there exists a collaborative effort with the local entities as equal partners with the regional authorities.  The regional authorities are responsible for the development of plans and act as the facilitator rather than the authority.  This plan allows for integration, during events, of needed resources.  The lead is taken by the sector that is directly involved in the incident.  The additional localities function with mutual aid to assist in the response.  This approach, according to Mr. Glassy, is a transitional one with some obstacles.

In New Zealand, a certificate is the loose equivalent of a U.S. high school diploma.  These individuals are essentially first responders.  The need for supervisory personnel at this level is found in the associate level practitioner.  Mr. Glassey pulls the need for a continuum from the assessment that “no one can do everything”.  In the University, functional training is lacking, the master’s level lacks practice and that the need to integrate academics and practice is imperative.  In his plan, the 1st responder has the practice to respond while the supervisors can access higher levels of assessment and direction from higher levels that are part of the pathway. For example the Emergency Managers may require more knowledge on a specific matter and are able to reach a validated source of the information (for example GIS) from within their own educational network.  The access to current research is available through the same vein.
The student who chooses to pursue this pathway can begin in high school, begin their career at that point or continue to the associate at that time or later.  This allows the practitioner to continue to advance their education in a determined pathway.  The Pathway attempts to avoid duplication of studies or experiences. If the student follows the plan, credits are already accepted as prerequisites for the next level avoiding the need to start over or retake courses.

The practical aspect of experience is addressed through collaboration with experiences which enhance the overall knowledge of the practitioner. New Zealand is not exposed to large diverse disasters.  The country is at risk from a tsunami and is nuclear free, but is less susceptible to a “9/11” or tornado event.  The ability to experience different responses is limited.  Through varied responses, the student is better able to develop their skills.  The newly developed International studies program offers the opportunity to participate in humanitarian aid and gain practical experiences, language.  The student can return with a desire for higher education and continue on the pathway. 
The Sphere Project ’08 offers an opportunity for students to gain these skills and aid in humanitarian efforts through participation in, for example, “Sphere”, an international humanitarian aid and recovery system.  “Sphere is based on two core beliefs: first, that all possible steps should be taken to alleviate human suffering arising out of calamity and conflict, and second, that those affected by disaster have a right to life with dignity and therefore a right to assistance. Sphere is three things; a handbook, a broad process of collaboration, and an expression of commitment to quality and accountability.” http://www.sphereproject.org/content/view/229/232
The session continued with an active discussion, engaging faculty concerned with the availability of qualified faculty to strengthen the Associate level.  Members of the session brainstormed and networked in an attempt to gain insight into various approaches to the faculty issues facing the Associate Programs.  On-line courses may increase the availability of faculty to offer courses in different geographical areas but were not considered to be the best course of study for every program or area of study.
The breakout session explored the varied approaches to Emergency Management and presented a new approach to the value of an Associate Degree.  In viewing this level program as a “catalyst” in New Zealand increases the validity of the associate program.  Increasingly, these programs are developing and the need for adequately trained, experienced faculty is an issue needing research and action.
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