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Dr. William L. Waugh, Jr., is Professor of Public Administration, Urban Studies, and Political Science in the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University. His research focuses on disaster policy, emergency management, and local government capacity-building. He is the author of Living with Hazards, Dealing with Disasters (2000); Terrorism and Emergency Management (1990); and International Terrorism (1982). Dr. Waugh is the co-author of State and Local Tax Policies (1995); editor of The Future of Emergency Management (Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA]/Emergency Management Institute [EMI], 2006) and Shelter from the Storm: Repairing the National Emergency Management System after Hurricane Katrina (2006); and co-editor of Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government, 2nd edition (International City/County Management Association, 2007), Disaster Management in the U.S. and Canada (1996), Cities and Disaster (1990), and Handbook of Emergency Management (1990). He is also the author of more than 100 articles and book chapters published in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia.
Dr. Waugh is a research associate in the Department of Homeland Security’s newest center of excellence, the Center for Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure, and Emergency Management based at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Jackson State University. He is the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Emergency Management, and he serves on the editorial boards of Public Administration Review, Public Organization Review, and other journals.

Dr. Waugh is a current member of the Emergency Management Accreditation Program Commission that sets standards for and accredits State and local emergency management programs and a past member of the Certified Emergency Manager Commission that administers the national credential for professional emergency managers. Dr. Waugh has been a consultant to public and non-profit agencies on emergency planning and leadership development, developed prototype college courses for FEMA’s EMI; and conducted training programs for agencies ranging from local emergency management offices and law enforcement agencies to Solidarity trade union in Poland. He is a frequent consultant to the news media during major disasters and terrorist incidences and has done more than 400 interviews for the print and broadcast media in the United States and abroad.

Dr. Waugh received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Mississippi; an M.A. from Auburn University; and an A.B. in political science and European history from the University of North Alabama. He grew up on military bases in the United States and West Germany, and he served as an infantryman in the U.S. Army in South Korea from 1970–1971.
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