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Dr. Michael J. O’Connor, Jr., is an Associate Professor of Emergency and Disaster Management at the State University of New York–Canton College of Technology (SUNY-Canton). He is the founding faculty member of the Emergency Management bachelor’s degree program at SUNY-Canton. The Emergency Management program’s first courses were taught in October 2006, and the online bachelor’s degree program is rapidly growing. The curricula contains a set of foundational courses followed by upper-division courses in emergency planning and operations, legal issues, incident command systems, and virtual disaster simulations. Students are also expected to complete a culminating experience internship, special project, or additional upper-division electives.
Dr. O’Connor has attended the last five Higher Education Conferences and was a presenter and/or moderator at the last two Conferences. His interest in emergency management was originally sparked by his service as a military officer while developing CPX and FTXs focusing on preparing for chemical and radiological-based disasters. Dr. O’Connor served as a senior university officer and academic leader for more than a dozen years, and his academic credentials include service as an evaluator and team leader for Ohio’s State-level Baldrige quality award program as well as service as a peer evaluator for the Academic Quality Improvement Program of the Higher Learning Commission (North Central Association of Colleges and Schools).
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