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Mr. Bill McGann currently works as a Program Analyst and Air Operations Officer at the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Mount Weather Emergency Operations Center in Berryville, Virginia. He joined the Disaster Operations Directorate of FEMA in 2006 as a response planning specialist. His duties included working in the Planning Section of the National Response Coordination Center and at Joint Field Offices. In this role, he supported numerous disasters with his most recent deployments being to southeast Texas to assess evacuation readiness for the approach of Hurricane Dean, and to Southern California in support of the recent wildfires.
Prior to joining FEMA, Mr. McGann worked with Customs and Border Protection as part of a radiological detection training team, supporting the training of Federal officers in the use of radiation detection equipment at U.S. borders. He also has private sector experience as an international training manager with Xerox Corporation.

Mr. McGann has a most varied background that includes more than 26 years of service as a Firefighter/EMT with the Loudon County, Virginia, Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Management. He is the former fire chief for the town of Hamilton, Virginia, and he holds numerous State of Virginia certifications. Mr. McGann currently serves Loudon County as a fire commissioner and remains active as a volunteer Firefighter/EMT. Many years ago, he also served in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Mr. McGann graduated from Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia, with a bachelor’s degree in management and a minor in information systems. He is currently a graduate student at the American Public University (APU) and has accumulated 27 credits towards his master’s degree in disaster and emergency management. He plans to graduate this fall.

Mr. McGann is attending the 2008 FEMA Higher Education Conference as a result of being a participant at last year’s event. In 2007, he served as a panelist and presenter, addressing the topic of Local, State, and Federal readiness for an earthquake event in the Central U.S. New Madrid Seismic Zone. As both an emergency management practitioner and student, he observed with great interest the overall value of the Higher Education Conference and immediately made plans to attend the 2008 event.
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