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Mr. Rich Mahaney has been the Emergency Management Coordinator for the Linn County Emergency Management Agency since August 2006. Under Iowa law, each county must hire a coordinator to provide emergency management services for the county and all of the communities in that county. In Linn County, there are 18 communities (the largest being Cedar Rapids). Mr. Mahaney’s position is not a “county job” but rather a governmental position which reports to a commission made up of all of the community mayors, the sheriff, and a member of the county Board of Supervisors. Most of the budget comes from taxpayer money collected by Linn County, which is then funneled to Linn County Emergency Management Agency through the county government. There are five full-time staff as well as outstanding facilities and equipment.
Linn County is number 2 in population (more than 200,000 people) in Iowa. The county has many hazards as it is home to the only nuclear power plant in Iowa. Five railroads cross the county and there is a great deal of industry, hazardous materials, and highways. Linn County has a major airport, and the county is located in a part of the United States that is known for the variety of severe weather that can occur year round.

Mr. Mahaney has more than 35 years of working experience in the areas of corporate industry loss prevention and teaching and training (industry loss prevention and emergency response, emergency responder training in the areas of fire, hazmat, incident command, etc.). He has taught in 26 States, Canada, and Saudi Arabia, and he was an evening course and full-time college instructor. Mr. Mahaney has 28 years of experience as a paid on-call emergency responder (fire, hazmat, EMS). He owned a training and consulting company and worked in homeland security training in Michigan and the Center for Domestic Preparedness in Alabama.

Mr. Mahaney has been teaching since the early 1970s. He serves on committees for the International Fire Service Training Association in Oklahoma for the production of training manuals. Mr. Mahaney holds A.S., B.S., and a master’s degree from Oklahoma State University.
This is Mr. Mahaney’s first Higher Education Conference, and he is looking forward to meeting people, making networking contacts, and learning from others with more knowledge and experience. He wishes to share what he can from his experience, training, and knowledge with others.
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