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Ms. Jessica Leifeld is a Doctoral Student from North Dakota State University’s (NDSU) Emergency Management Program housed in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management. Her research has focused on perceptions about and implementation of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) for the past 2 years. Ms. Leifeld has engaged in both qualitative and quantitative studies involving NIMS, and she has presented on the topic at national conferences. In addition to current research she is conducting on NIMS, she is also working on a quantitative analysis of legislation in the wake of Hurricane Katrina and research on the relationship of volunteer first response to emergency management.
Ms. Leifeld’s areas of interest in emergency management include regionalization; policy development and implementation; emergency management theory; the role of the State; bureaucratization in disaster response and recovery; and cost-benefit analysis among other topics. She currently teaches the Introduction to Emergency Management course for the Emergency Management Program at NDSU.

Ms. Leifeld holds a B.A. in political science and an M.S. in emergency management. Upon receiving her Ph.D., Ms. Leifeld plans to work in research-based policy development and teach. At this year’s Higher Education Conference, she will present at a pre-conference workshop on Research and Writing as well as on NIMS as part of a breakout session.
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