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Ms. Dana Biernbaum is the Assistant Vice President for Administrative Services at Western Illinois University. She serves as risk manager and emergency planner for the institution. Her background is different than one might expect for the position in which she currently serves. Her degrees include a bachelor’s of business-finance and a master of business administration. Prior to joining Western Illinois University, Ms. Biernbaum spent 8 years working in corporate finance, planning, and analysis for the largest property and casualty insurer in North America. This exposure to the insurance industry lends well to fulfilling her responsibilities in risk management.

Ms. Biernbaum appreciates the opportunity to participate in the 11th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to bring a slightly different perspective as a university administrator. Ms. Biernbaum was invited to participate in a breakout session being presented by Dr. Fred May, associate professor in Western Illinois University’s Emergency Management academic program. In addition to teaching, Dr. May serves on the University’s Emergency Operations Planning core team and provides valuable input to the team from his many years of experience in the field. The breakout session presenters will spend a short time discussing the way in which they are working together with other administrators and academicians to prepare an emergency plan that is effective for the institution.
In addition to assisting Dr. May in his presentation, Ms. Biernbaum anticipates gaining valuable insights about emergency management programs throughout higher education. 

However, given recent unfortunate events on college campuses, there is a heightened focus on emergency preparedness, and she has accepted the charge to establish a more effective emergency plan at Western Illinois University. She has enjoyed learning from Dr. May and other experts in the field, and she looks forward to continued development in this area.
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