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Dr. Schoch-Spana, a medical anthropologist, is Senior Associate with the Center for Biosecurity of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) and Assistant Professor in the School of Medicine Division of Infectious Diseases. She has led research, education and advocacy efforts to encourage greater consideration by authorities of the general public’s capacity to confront bioattacks and large-scale epidemics constructively. She currently chairs the Working Group on Community Engagement in Health Emergency Planning, and was the principal organizer for the 2006 U.S.-Canada summit on Disease, Disaster & Democracy – The Public’s Stake in Health Emergency Planning.  In 2003, she organized the national summit, Leadership during Bioterrorism:  The Public as an Asset, Not a Problem, and chaired the Working Group on “Governance Dilemmas” in Bioterrorism Response that issued consensus recommendations to mayors, governors, and top health officials nationwide. She helped established the Biosecurity Center of UPMC in 2003 after serving with the Johns Hopkins University Center for Civilian Biodefense as a founding member (1998). Dr. Schoch-Spana would like to connect with others who are interested in civic engagement approaches to disaster and health emergency-related public policy.
