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I am currently the Operations Chief for the Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management.  In my role I am responsible for addressing and improving the operational components of the office.  These include the organization and management of the EOC when activated, supervision of the Watch Officer program which serves as a point of vigilance for the county on a 24/7 basis, participation in various working groups and committees that examine specific components within the operational venue such as notification procedures for the public and county employees.  Our office is also involved with helping to develop response templates for incidents such as natural disasters (hurricane, tornado, winter storm…ect.), terrorist attacks, chemical releases, biological scenario and other threats that the community faces.  We serve as a coordination point for the multiple agencies within the county and function in a support role to help them accomplish the tasks necessary for a successful outcome.

Prior to coming to Fairfax County, I served as a Battalion Chief for the Loudoun County Virginia Fire and Rescue Service.  I was assigned to the Training Division and was detailed for the last 6 months of my employment to the Office of Emergency Management after serving as a station officer for 5 years.  I went to Loudoun County after retiring from the City of Fairfax Virginia Fire and Rescue after 20 years of service where I held the positions of firefighter, technician, paramedic and acting officer.  I have been with Fairfax County since August of 2006

My educational background includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Fire Science from the University of Maryland University College.  From there I continued on to Jacksonville State University for my graduate work where I graduated in April of 2005 with an MS in Emergency Management.     
My purpose in attending the conference is to further my education and to create new friendships with those who have been involved within the academic realm of emergency management.  In the very near future I plan to continue on with my educational endeavor with the end goal of being involved with research and instruction at the college level.  Focusing on the issues facing emergency management and the application of academic research into the world of practical implementation.
