
Patrick Roberts is assistant professor in the Center for Public Administration and Policy at Virginia Tech. His research focuses on the development of the domestic security state. He has written on the history of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and his work has been published in Studies in American Political Development, Review of Policy Research, The Forum, Policy Review, The Public Interest, and USA Today. Before coming to Virginia Tech, Patrick was a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University, and he has been a reporter for the Associated Press. His Ph.D. is in government from the University of Virginia.

The Center for Public Administration and Policy at Virginia Tech offers M.P.A. And Ph.D. Degrees in public administration and public policy. The center routinely offers courses in homeland security and includes a focus on disasters and emergency management. Many of our students serve in emergency management positions in government, and students produce theses and dissertations in the fields of homeland security and emergency management. We are considering developing a certificate in these fields, and we are interested in the relationship between emergency management and homeland security. Are the two fields complementary? Is homeland security here to stay? 

I hope to learn more about possibilities for emergency management curriculum development at the EMI higher education conference. I’m also interested in how our degree programs can prepare students to think about the organizational and management issues involved in emergency management.
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