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J.D. served twenty-four years with the Houston Fire Department, retiring at the rank of Captain.  During his fire service career, he served in the Fire Suppression Division, Emergency Medical Services, Hazardous Materials Team, Heavy Rescue Team, and Training.  

In 1997 J.D. retired from the fire service and began a career in education with San Antonio College.  While serving as a Fire Science Instructor, he developed an Associates of Applied Science Degree Program in Emergency Medical Services.  This program was implemented in 1999.  After the EMS program was implemented, J.D. was assigned as Director of the Fire Science Degree Program.  In 2000, he began developing a curriculum for an Associates of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management Administration.  This program was approved by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and became the first AAS Degree in Emergency Management in the state of Texas.  The first classes were conducted in the fall of 2003.  During this time period, J.D. was elected as Chairperson of the Protective Services Department at San Antonio College.   After serving four years as Chairperson of the Department, J.D. stepped down and now serves as Program Coordinator for the Emergency Medical Services and the Emergency Management/Homeland Security Degree Programs.
J.D. would like to see more Community College involvement at the EMI Conference.  Many two-year emergency management programs are struggling to increase enrollment and student retention.  He believes that EMI should allot more time at the conference for representatives of two-year institutions to network and brainstorm to build stronger programs.  

J.D. Can be contacted by e-mail at:

jrichard@mail.accd.edu   or jrichard@moment.net
His office number is:

(210) 733-2187

Home Phone:

(512) 756-1207

