@2007%“@%



What i1s Sunshine Week?

» Started by newspaper
editors in Florida in 2002

» Went nationwide in 2005

» Highlights the importance

m of open government
» Non-partisan; liberals and
S I.I N S H | N E conservatives support it
W E E K » Not just news media:
civic groups, libraries,
YOUR RIGHT schools, non-profits,
TO KNOW government




Public Opinion of Govt. Secrecy
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Source: Scripps Howard News Service,; Scripps Survey Research Center, Ohio Univ.; March 2007



Why do an information audit?

» Examine “real” experience
of what happens in a
public information request

_ » Not “gotcha” journalism

— » Uncover need for reform
or training where needed

— — » Accolades where earned

» Remind officials about the
public’s right to know




How IS an audit done?

» Reporters or citizens ask
for the same public
record from different
communities/offices

» Do not reveal request Is
for an audit or made by
the media; skews results

» BUT: Auditors should
never lie If pressed

» Results are tallied for
reports on compliance




The Sunshine Week 2007
National Information Audit

» Auditors went to LEPC
offices and asked for
Comprehensive Emergency
Response Plan

» EPCRA requires this to be a
public document

» Title Il allows for
withholding sensitive
Information

» Auditors found suspicion,
confusion and, sometimes,
compliance




The National Audit Results

200- » 404 audits in 37 states
and Puerto Rico
1601 » 44% provided in full
1201 » 36% denied
» 20% provided in part
80° » 31% available in some
40- electronic format; 12%
accessible on the Internet
0- » 55% were asked why they
= Plans Provided (177) wanted the information
B Plans Denied (145) » 61% asked who they

B Plans Provided in Part (82) were; 8% had to show ID



How the Six Regions Fared

New England Mid Atlantic

Midwest West

South

Far West

207

101
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Fees as high as $1,700

Warning e-mails sent around counties, states

Request
0
rs Watcheq, followeq b
Y police

criminal background checks run on requestors

Office
S Unstaffed, cal|s unretu
rned
Requestors told they “don’t look like terrorists”

ut the plan, where it's kept or who to ask

Officials don’t know abo
YET ....



... Compliance

es of public records

payment refused for copi

Large reports provided on computer disc

y W

Requestors invited to call with questions

ili [ [ nts
Emergency agency officials familiar with openness requireme

Entire plans posted on government Web sites



Channel 10 News, San Diego
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Counties differ on access
to emergency plans
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Some list contacts who are no longer in office
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Sensitive information released in Delaware report

Information about a supply of medical anti-
dote that would be used to treat victims of pes-
ticide poisoning or a nerve-gas attack should
not have been included with a county emer-
gencv plan that was released to the Press & Sun-

unleashed on a Tokyo subway in 1995.

U.S. government Web sites, including that of
the Department of Health and Human Services,
say federal employees are not to release infor-
mation about Chempack. Parts of federal and

Editors have chosen not to publish the
details of the Chempack program because of its

sensitive nature.

15 on hand, and where it is kept.

Chempackis part of the federal government’s
strategy to provide regions of the county with
a medicine, atropine sulfate, that can be admin-
istered after a nerve-gas attack, such as the one

sensitive nature.

“I was trying to work with you, but I proba-
bly shouldn’t have given you that,” Delameter
said.

— Doug Schneider
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An FBIl agent visited this reporter’'s home during working hours and questioned
neighbors. After visiting a second day, he left his business card at this reporter’s door.

In atelephone conversation, the agent said he wanted to schedule an in-person
interview to discuss the requests.

He agreed that was not needed after receiving several calls from
American-Statesman editors.
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Area audit
finds mixed

 Carthila Mowand. T kol amt
Russ Carteaux, Noble County emergency management director, keeps the cosnty's emesgency plan with him at his Avilla TV and appllance business.

' One out of three requests denied nationwide
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