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Navigating the Disaster

 
Navigating the Disaster was presented by Talbot Brooks(tbrooks@deltastate.edu) and Thomas Terry(neri.terry@usmc.mil), with eleven people hesitantly waiting to hear what they had to say about the U.S. National Grid Mapping System.  The presentation started out with Mr. Terry stating that successful response starts with a map and how ineffective and inconsistent latitude/longitude is during disaster recovery.  This of course ruffled a few feathers of those who are true believers in latitude/longitude and are set in their ways of using only these mapping coordinates.  However, Mr. Terry and Mr. Brooks both being highly educated, experienced, and knowledgeable men in the field of working with the U.S. National Grid, changed many minds in the room.  For the first forty-five minutes of the session, they taught us how to read and use the U.S. National Grid effectively and efficiently.  I for one was very impressed with the presentation.  I have to admit when first looking at a coordinate for the U.S. National Grid, I thought to myself, I am not going to be able to do this.  Then with the Romer Scale V6 given to me and a little explanation, Mr. Terry and Mr. Brooks had all of us finding the exact location of buildings, roads, corners etc. in a matter of seconds.  It is not very difficult to understand why the U.S. National Grid would be a better navigational system during disaster recovery.  In many present disasters the results are becoming worse and more often.  With roads and buildings being completely wiped out it is difficult for rescuers to find places that once were there.  The U.S. National Grid makes it easier and quicker to find the places that used to be there and rescuers are able to communicate with each other by U.S. National Grid coordinates, looking at the map for that particular area, and find what or who they are looking for.  The U.S. National Grid consists of  4km x 5km assemblies of 1km x 1km with layers for critical infrastructure.  The mapping system is as accurate as 1/50th inch on the map and pays attention to detail.  Mr. Terry informed us that the U.S. National Grid Mapping System is used in the military especially overseas.  With our Military being overseas in foreign countries they are not familiar with, the U.S. National Grid is extremely important and highly useful.  Every soldier knows how to use the U.S. National Grid very effectively in order to find any point they need to find or communicate to each other where they are without giving away their whereabouts.  For our Military the U.S. National Grid is a universal map index, it enables precise geo- positioning using GPS, web map portals and hard copy maps.  The U.S. National Grid to our Military is not only a map but may double as a life saving entity.


  At the end of the session I have to say many of us were highly impressed, including myself.  I thought that this session should have been presented in our morning session when everyone was present.  I find that the U.S. National Grid Mapping System is going to play a bigger role in upcoming disasters than some people think.  With the U.S. National Grid only being used in 10 counties at the present time, I would find it ignorant for other counties to not put the U.S. National Grid into action.  We are all aware that there is a need for a more rapid effective response to disasters than what there has been in the recent past.  The best answer to this problem right now would be for the U.S. National Grid to be a mandatory mapping system in every City, County, and State disaster recovery plan.  Seeing the need for improved communications between emergency responders, the community, and geospatial professionals it would be an asset for any City, County, State to educate each other on the use of The U.S. National Grid Mapping System.  As an emergency responder myself and living in the same area my entire life, I still would not know where a back country road is after a 911 call, the dispatcher would have to highly explain an look at a map or my co-worker to find directions.  It would be more efficient and a quicker response time with The U.S. National Grid Mapping System. The U.S. National Grid would benefit all Local responders such as 911 commission, County Government, Regional responders such as Fire, Police, and EMS. State officials such as Fire Marshall's,  and National responders such as FEMA mitigation planning funds and a critical asset to the Department of Homeland Security.   During and after the session, I  did not find any negatives with the U.S. National Grid System.  The strategic goals of the U.S. National Grid Mapping System are the mapping needs of emergency responders, the awareness of mapping, the fundamental skills of teaching the U.S. National Grid, and creating an awareness of the U.S. National Grid for communities planning and prevention.  The take home message from Mr. Thomas Terry and Mr. Talbot Brooks is how the geospatial information technologies create the common operational framework for managing an event.  I would find it highly advantageous to FEMA and/or Homeland Security to take into consideration further action on implementing the U.S. National Grid into every emergency operational plan and to further educate all personnel dealing with disaster recovery.

