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Introduction

As the number of legitimate collegiate programs offering degrees or certificates in emergency management proliferate, so do the concerns that these programs are producing graduates with the knowledge and skills necessary to enter this growing field. The panel discussed the initiative to develop a foundation to accredit these programs, the professional accreditation standards and accreditation program, the establishment of the Epsilon Pi Phi Honor Society for emergency management students, and the use of a website to communicate the accreditation processes. 
Foundation of Higher Education
The number of emergency management in higher education programs have flourish to the point that over time a challenge has expanded for educators to insure that these programs will be recognized and rewarded.  These programs that have worked so hard to develop should be acknowledged so that potential emergency management students will know which programs offer them the academic background they need and seek to excel in the emergency management workforce. It was the idea of recognizing and accrediting Emergency Management and Homeland Security collegiate programs that got several individuals motivated to outline a higher education accreditation process for collegiate programs.  This principle formed the Foundation of Higher Education Accreditation for Emergency Management/Homeland Security. 
The purpose of the foundation is to facilitate and support the efforts of student, researchers, academicians, administrators and practitioners to develop standards that will strengthen the disaster/emergency management and homeland security profession.  The Foundation of Higher Education is dedicated to excel in teaching.  The goal for the foundation along side of its purpose is to become the premier organization promoting collaborative opportunities between the public, private and academic communities.  The foundation will also aid in the outreach to research and public need in disciplines contributing to the disaster phases and the security of the homeland. 
Accreditation Program
The people of our profession have most likely chose emergency management as a career uneducated by collegiate and accredited programs.  With the emergency management field rapidly growing it is necessary to prepare young individuals to the rapidly changing world.  It is necessary to keep up with the emergency management collegiate market and recognize those programs that develop students into successful business men and women. When an individual is looking to develop themselves into a professional they will look for the best programs that will give them the education and skills to develop themselves.  The accreditation program, put on by the Foundation of Higher Education, is looking for a well-rounded curriculum for professional emergency management programs and ensuring that there is a balance between broad cultural aspects of education and the specialized practical content integrated to the profession.
A set of high standards of student and institutional performance has been established to ensure excellence. These standards are requirements that allow for a variety of approaches to accommodate individual institution and program philosophy, mission, and goals.  These principles have based on the hierarchy of educational objective and a set of emergency management practices defined by NFPA 1600.  The Foundation of Higher Education came up with twenty-three standards for collegiate programs.  These twenty-three standards can be found on the Foundation for Higher Education website at www.foundationofhighereducation.com .  As with all standards, judgment of compliance is based on the expertise of experienced peer evaluators and precedent in accreditation, especially in relation to the impact of a program deficiency on student learning. 
The accreditation process has been simplified.  The process requires the following:

Request a site visit

↓

A two to three day site visit by peer evaluators

↓

Review by Standards Council

↓

Receive accreditation report

Once a report has been established, the accreditation will result in one of three ways.  The first is a non-compliance result.  This conclusion by evaluators believe that the program and has critical weakness and feedback will be given to aid in the programs development towards meeting the standards.  The second is partial compliance.  This result has found minor weakness and the program still needs improvement.  The third result is compliance and this implies that your program has met the terms set forth by the Foundation of Higher Education.  Your program would then be fully accredited by the foundation for five years.
Epsilon Pi Phi Honor Society

Epsilon Pi Phi is an academic honor society established by the Foundation of Higher Education for Disaster/Emergency Management and Homeland Security disciplines. This specialized honor society is for emergency management, disaster research and science, homeland security and business continuity fields.  The honor society mission is to strive for the reward, advancement, and recognition of our programs and to encourage high standards of excellence in order to development of exceptional professional and academic leaders.

Members are required to maintain a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale in their major.  Members are also required to pay a nominal fee and have advisors for the chapter. To enroll in this honor society the program must be enrolled in at an accredited university.
Getting Started and Website
If you would like to find out more information on the Foundation of Higher Education and what they are about you can reach them at www.foundationofhighereducation.com . 
With the Foundation of Higher education website in place, the board is looking to make it interactive and to have the ability to accept funds online.  
Getting the higher education program still needs work and is looking for assistance.  The program is currently going through the funding process and is still working on administrative work to get the foundation up and running.  If you would like to aid in getting this foundation started you can contact Daryl Spiewak at (254) 761-3136 or by email at daryls@brazos.org . 
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Student Representative:
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The foundation is looking and in need of additional board members.  If you are interested in partaking in this program, have any questions or concerns, or if you would like to participate as a board member you can contact Daryl Spiewak at (254) 761-3136 or by email daryls@brazos.org .  Programs that relate to emergency management, homeland security, business continuity, risk management, fire service, law enforcement, and safety and security can and our encouraged to participate in this program.
