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New Perspectives and Approaches in Emergency Management Higher Education


As many people know Emergency Management is a growing field of study in the educational world as well as increased employment opportunities in the business world. As our communities discover the need for emergency managers our colleges and universities are creating programs to teach the subject. When starting an Emergency Management program at any school you will run into some problems. Dr. David Neal was the man who started the first Emergency Management program in the United States at University of North Texas. During his break-out session he allowed to attendants to ask questions and present the problems they were running into. 

A man from Toronto Canada asked about allowing people such as firemen into their MPA program without them having bachelors. Most people in the group agreed that allowing people without a prior degree is “setting them up for failure.” It was stated that allowing these people into your program does not properly prepare them for the course work or the studying. During your undergraduate program you learn basic knowledge about emergency management; you also learn about your own personal study habits and what works for you. These are vital aspects because a MPA takes more work and builds on your previous knowledge. 

A gentleman from New Zeeland whose university was starting an Emergency Management program wanted to know what sort of things they needed to do to start their program. The first advice Dr. Neal gave was to look at your countries own vulnerabilities and create the program around them. The best way to do this is to get with local and national government to discuss problems your country has. He also noted that most of the books published for Emergency Management programs right now are geared towards American problems and American vulnerabilities. His advice for this was to use these books as a basis and starting point for your program but you must then adapt them to meet your own personal countries needs. 

One big thing we must look at as a whole when discussing emergency management programs is how to bring in women and minorities. The best and probably most successful solution is to create Emergency Management programs at schools where the majority of the students are women and/or minorities. This seems to be the easiest fix since the majority of the students enrolled in the program at these schools would be minorities and women. At schools where minorities and/or women are not the majority we have to find a way to appeal to this group of students and bring them into our programs. Minorities are an important part of our programs since many disasters effect minorities so badly. Having Spanish speaking people in the emergency management field is very important because a large number of the American Hispanic population do not speak English. 


Several people said it was hard getting past SACS to start their programs and approve courses for the programs.  Since Emergency Management is a fairly new educational program there are very few professors who went to school for Emergency Management so it is difficult to make courses that are strictly Emergency Management oriented. Dr. Neal stated that you have to make it look like a course will teach about Emergency Management details. Many universities have to make Political Science and Geography courses as required courses because those courses just touch on the subject of disasters or Emergency Management.  You have to make the curriculum you do have work for you and for your program until you can expand and make the courses more Emergency Management oriented.

Emergency Management is a growing academic interest with many hurdles to climb right now. Dr. Neal made the point at the end of the session that Emergency Management is going through the same things now that Criminal Justice was going through at this stage in their degree program. This statement is very true and shows there is a light at the end of the tunnel and that eventually we will get past these problems and short comings and have very successful and beneficial degree programs all across the United States. 

