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Thomas Poulin currently serves on the adjunct faculty at Old Dominion University. One of his offerings is an MPA course titled, “Emergency Management and Disaster Policy.”  ODU is exploring the creation of additional courses related to emergency management and homeland security, as well as offering an advanced studies certificate in the field. He is actively involved in these development efforts.

Poulin has served with numerous public safety agencies, career and volunteer, at the local level since 1977 and is currently employed as a Battalion Chief for a metro-sized fire department in southeast Virginia. He has operational experience in fire suppression, emergency medical response, hazardous materials incidents, dive rescue, CISM and incident command, and administrative experience as a training officer, a maintenance coordinator, and as the planning and research officer for his organization.  He staffed the EOC fire desk during unanticipated emergencies, including Hurricane Isabel, and at planned events, such as the trial of John Muhammed. He has also served on the exercise design/evaluation work groups for several large-scale disaster exercises held in the Hampton Roads region.  

Poulin is currently working on his dissertation in public administration and urban policy. His teaching experience also includes teaching in both the undergraduate and graduate HR programs at the University of Richmond, the fire science program at Tidewater Community College, and the management sciences program at the National Fire Academy. Poulin has presented emergency management related papers at several national conferences, including ASPA, APSA, SPSA and SECOPA.

