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Dave Neal has studied the social dimensions of disasters (e.g., tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, tsunami, landslides, blizzards, explosions, hazardous materials) for almost 30 years. Although his main research focus has looked at topics related to effective organizational response during disasters and issues in disaster and higher education, he has also written on topics related to preparedness, recovery, and mitigation. His academic publications include papers in The International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, Disasters, The Journal of Emergency Management, Sociological Focus and others. Sponsors of his research include National Science Foundation, FEMA, NASA, American National Red Cross, and the Texas Division of Emergency Management. Recently, he was part of a National Science Foundation sponsored research team to study the issue of body handling following the tsunami in India. Also, through grant from the National Science Foundation he studied the use of the Incident Command System and the National Incident Management System during the response to Hurricane Katrina.

He received his bachelor's degree in education from Bowling Green State University with a major in political science and minor in sociology. He also received his master's degree from BGSU in sociology. In 1985 he obtained his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University in sociology and while there served as a research assistant with the Disaster Research Center. Before joining the faculty at OSU, he was a research associate with Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Assistant and Associate Professor (of Sociology and Public Administration) at the University of North Texas and Member of the Institute of Emergency Administration and Planning (including serving as Director of the Program), and Professor of Emergency Management at Jacksonville State University. He taught his first class in disasters at the University of Evansville in 1979, and since then has been actively involved in higher education issues related to disasters.

The Fire and Emergency Management Program is the first of its kind master's program in the world. It was created in the late 1990s and has close to 80 graduates in its program.

I am attending for a couple of reasons. First, it will be nice to see colleagues and meet new ones, and exchange information regarding what is taking place with our programs. I am looking forward to providing those attending a 10 year perspective of where we have been and where we may be going in higher education. I hope my comments will create some interesting discussions.

