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I received my BS in Geography at Towson University (1994), my MA in Geography at the University of Connecticut (1996) and, finally I received my Ph.D. in Geography from the University of Illinois (1999).  In 2005 I earned my Geographic Information Sciences Professional Certification.  I have worked at California University of Pennsylvania for 6 years and in 2005 I became an Associate Professor.

I assisted Dr. Jamie Mitchem in the development of our new Geography Major with GIS and Emergency Management Concentration and I have become the Co – Advisor to this major.  I am also the Director of the Cal U Crime Mapping Center.  The Crime Mapping Center serves as a repository for data storage, as a site for data analysis, including spatial analysis of data and the production of crime maps, and also serves as a training site for police and others involved in crime prevention, investigation, and enforcement.  These studies are completed by my students and myself.  I am also the Co-Project Coordinator of the 3 Rivers Hazus User Group.  This group’s mission is “to offer a forum for southwestern Pennsylvania public, private, and academic organizations that use HAZUS-MH software and related technologies to develop public policy and programs for building disaster-resistant communities.” (3 Rivers HUG Website)

Jamie Mitchem and I will be presenting a pre-conference workshop on GIS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security and holding a round – table on GIS in Emergency Management.  I look forward to talking to people about geo – spatial applications within emergency management and homeland security.
