Rocky Lopes, Homeland Security Manager, National Association of Counties
Rocky Lopes has more than 25 years experience in Emergency Management. He joined the staff of Red Cross National Headquarters, Disaster Services Department, in 1987 and developed its Community Disaster Education Program, as well as developed response worker training and worked on many disaster relief operations nationwide. 
During that period, Rocky developed relationships with many federal government and national not-for-profit organizations and built collaborative programs serving the needs of improving disaster safety outreach education throughout the United States.

Rocky served as the Convener of the National Disaster Education Coalition from 1992 - 2004, getting 22 federal and not-for-profit organizations to agree on disaster preparedness messaging on 21 topics, resulting in production of Talking About Disasters: Guide for Standard Messages, the ultimate source of vetted and approve disaster safety messaging.
He has spoken at hundreds of conferences worldwide, specializing in the topic of Risk Communication and disaster preparedness. He is recipient of FEMA's Outstanding Public Service Award and the USGS Medal for Outstanding Contribution to Public Service, among other citations and honors.  
After leaving the Red Cross in 2004, Rocky served as senior consultant on risk communication and disaster preparedness for the Home Safety Council in Washington, DC.  
Rocky is currently the Homeland Security Manager for the National Association of Counties in Washington, DC, providing technical leadership to counties across the nation on all phases of emergency management from preparedness and mitigation to response and recovery.  He fulfills requirements of federal Cooperative Agreements on such matters as the National Incident Management System – Guide for County Officials and organizing Interoperability Policy Academies, among other duties.
Reasons for attending the Higher Ed Conference:  to learn the latest on emergency management issues facing the Higher Ed Community.  I would simply like to gain new knowledge and rekindle past relationships with colleagues involved in emergency management from around the country.

