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Benedictine University established a Disaster Management graduate program in 2002 as part of the Master’s of Public Health degree. Benedictine University serves over 3000 students, and graduates about 40 MPH students each year. In addition, Benedictine has an on-line MPH program, with an option to concentrate in disaster management. There are over 100 students in the on-line MPH program. 

The MPH students include many nurses, doctors, and other active health care professionals who want to specialize in disaster management. Students have been placed in many public health departments, universities, hospitals, as well as traditional emergency management agencies.

Benedictine University’s program is very focused on public health approaches to disaster management. As such, we emphasize planning and prevention activities that are amenable to public health interventions. For example, our students prepare disaster guidelines for people with specific chronic disease conditions. As part of their class work they also develop policies and procedures for health departments, hospitals, and other health care institutions. 

I coordinate the concentration in disaster management. My background includes corporate safety and industrial hygiene management, consulting, and part-time graduate school teaching for over 25 years. I specialize in responding to environmental contamination types of disasters, with an emphasis on risk communication. I will be leading a workshop on risk communication at the conference.
Since our program is so closely tied to one aspect of disaster management, I am looking forward to learning about different perspectives and approaches. Of particular help would be ideas on how to better integrate public health into the overall disaster management process. 

Although I have not attended before, I have been able to make use of the materials from previous conferences. For example, there was a presentation a few years ago about how to set up an advisory committee of outside experts. Following the guidance allowed for a successful implementation of our advisory committee. This has proven to be very beneficial to our program. Therefore, I expect that attending the conference will enrich the learning experience for our students.

